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Copy of MINUTE of the BOARD OF TREASURY, on the Subject of the 
Irish Miscellaneous E.stimates. 



Wliitelial], Treasury Chambers, "I 

10 September 1831. / T. SPRING RICE. 



Copy of TREASURY MINUTE, dated 31st December 1830. 



MY LORDS read the Report from the Committee on Irish Miscellaneous 
Estimates for 1829. 

My Lords read also the Report on Charitable Institutions in Dublin for 1830. 

My Lords read also the Corre,spondencc between the Irish Government and the 
Officers of the Charitable Institutions and Public Departments in Ireland of 1830. 

My Lord.s read the following passap;e from the Report of the Select Committee 
of The House of Commons appointed to consider the Irish Miscellaneous 
Estimate, s : — 

“ Resolved, 

“ That it is expedient to bring such of the Estimates as may hereafter be 
“ presented to Parliament for the Miscellaneous Services of Ireland under the 
“ direct control of the Treasmy, subject to the responsibility of which Depart- 
“ raent, it is the opinion of the Committee, that they should be in future submitted 
“ to the consideration of The House.” 

In furtherance of the object so recommended, and with a view to effect every 
reduction that can be made consistently with the Public Service, and to put the 
Irish Government in full possession of the views which, as at present advised, My 
Lords entertain on the subject of the Estimates alluded to, though without seeking 
absolutely to control the discretion which it is expedient to leave to His Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant, My Lords proceed to the examination of the separate 
Classes of Service. 

CHARTER SCHOOLS. 

When My Lords consider, that so long back as in the month of June 1825, the 
decision of the Government and of Parliament was communicated to the Incorpo- 
rated Society, and all further admissions to the Charter Schools were prohibited, it 
does not appear that a sufficiently rapid progress has as yet been made towards 
attaining the object recommended by the Committee of The House of Commons, 
namely, the total cessation of the Parliamentary Grant, leaving the future support 
of these Establishments to their private funds. The Committee recommended 
that measures should be taken for the removal of 300 Children annually, and the 
plan suggested by the Society for binding as Apprentices 430 only in four years, 
does not appear justified by the reasons suggested in the correspondence between 
Mr. Otway and Lord F. L. Gower. It would also seem advisable that in propor- 
tion as the number of Children is reduced, the number of Establishments should 
be reduced likewise, and the Expense of Salaries and Maintenance of Buildings 
thereby saved to the Public. In effecting this change, My Lords desire that no 
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recommcndatioii for the grant of Superannuation Allowances chargeable on the 
Public may be made for their Lordships’ consideration, without a due attention 
both to the length of vService and the personal claims of the Parties. The Salaries 
on the Establishment would also .seem to call for some revision ; an annual pay- 
ment of £. 541 for the Secretary, Clerk and Registrar, appearing disproportioned to 
the present scale of these Institutions, and still more so to that scale by which it 
is intended that they should be regulated hereafter. The Allowance of £. 200 per 
(tnnwn to, a retired Secretary seemed to require some peculiar circumstances for 
its ju,stification. My Lords suggest as the best mode of dealing with these 
Establislimcnts, on which so large a sum as £. 800,000 has been expended since 
the Union, tliat a precise Estimate sliould be made of the number of Children 
which can be maintained in an economical manner on the private Income of the 
Cliarity, and that it should then be ascertained what is the earliest period at 
which the Establishment can be reduced within those limits. When these facts 
are ascertained in laying before Parliament such Estimate as may be actually 
necessary for 1831, it may be also shown that an Institution condemned on 
principle, shall cease to be a charge on the Public as soon as circumstances will 
permit, and at a definite time. From the principles laid down by high Ecclesiastical 
Authority examined before the Commissioners of Educa.tion in 1825, My Lords 
anticipate that the sum of £. 258 charged in the Estimate for Catechists, may be 
spared without depriving the Children on the Establishments of that religious 
Instruction which it would still be the duty of the Clergy to afford to such Public 
Charitable Establishments as arc within their respective Benefices. 

FOUNDLING HOSPITAL. 

The Foundling Hospital of Dublin, having been considered by the Committee 
of The House of Commons as failing both for the Preservation of Human Life 
and the proper Education of the Children admitted, it is necessary to adopt such 
a course as may lead, with the least possible delay, to the cessation of the Parlia- 
mentary Grant. By the Act of 1822, the number of Admissions was reduced, in 
1829, from 2,000 to less than 400; and all Admissions have for some time past 
ceased altogether. It is therefore a matter which requires explanation, why the 
Parliamentary Grants should not have diminished in a proportion much more 
considerable than they have done, more particularly as it is stated, on the authority 
of the Governors of the Hospital, that a demand exists for the Children as Ap- 
prentices ; a definite time should be fixed, and that at as early a period as possible, 
when the Charge for the Foundling Hospital may be excluded from the Estimates; 
and as the reduction of numbers takes place, a reduction of Salaries should also be 
enforced, the Sum now charged under this head appearing disproportioned to the 
present scale of the Foundling Hospital. 

HIBERNIAN MILITARY SCHOOL. 

DuaiNG the three years ending the 5th January 1804, the Effective Force 
serving in Ireland amounted to 23,927 Men, exceeding very nearly by 2,000, 
the average number in the three years ending January 1830. During the former 
period, the average number of Children, supported in the Hibernian Military 
School, was 288, on an Estimate of £.3,987, whilst in the latter the number lia,s 
been 599, and the Charge has been upwards of £. 6,500. The reasoning by 
which this is explained, seems to My Lords rather to account for than to justify 
this increase. There can be no doubt that if the relief held out by any Charity is 
indefinite, the claims upon such Charity will become indefinite also ; and it will 
therefore become expedient to fix a maximum to this Establishment, which ought 
not to be exceeded in future years, and gradually to bring down the number of 
Children in the School within such ascertained numbers. My Lords having 
under their consideration the Report of the Select Committee of The House of 
Commons, on the subject of the Irish Miscellaneous Estimates, in which it is re- 
commended that the Hibernian Military School should be brought under the 
direct control of the Military Department, in the same manner and voted in the 
same Estimates with the Military Asylum in England, are pleased to direct that 
a communication be made to the Secretary at War calling his attention to the 
subject, and requesting to know whether he sees any objection to the adoption of 
the principle so recommended. 

MARINE 
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MARINE SCHOOL. 

Thic Select Committee having- stated in their Report that they cannot recom- 
mend the contiiiuance of the Parliamentary Grant to the Hibernian Marine School, 
and the discontinuance of all admissions having been ordered by the Letter of 
Lord F. L. Gower of the 31, st July 1829, My Lords hope that not only a reduction 
in the Estimate may take place, but that a period may be definitely fixed when all 
Parliamentary aid may be withdrawn, and this Establishment may be left dependant 
on its private Income. It will be expedient to transmit with this year’s Estimate 
a Statement of the probable time when this Charge upon the Public may be 
discontinued. 

Witli respect to the Cliarities under mentioned, viz. 

Lying-in-Hospital, 

Steeven’s Hospital, 

Fever Hospital, 

Hospital for Incurables, 

House of Industry, 

Westmorland Lock Hospital. 

My Lords read the Reports of the Commissioners appointed on the 10th of 
August 1829, by His Grace the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, and adopting the 
principles laid down by the ' Select Committee, that “ the Claims which such 
Charities have upon Parliament are, the proved utility of the Charity; the im- 
probability of its maintenance from private Funds only ; the Contributions of local 
Funds raised by subscription or taxation, and the strictest economy in Salaries 
and other Expenses.” My Lords can only leave the application of these 
general rules to the discretion of the Irish Government, in a full confidence that 
they will not be lost sight of in the preparation of the Estimates for these several 
Services. 

My Lords call the attention of the Irish Government to the economical recom- 
mendations made by the late Commissioners, and express their hope that these may 
lead to such reductions as are not inconsistent with the charitable objects for which 
these Hospitals were founded, and have been supported. 

DUBLIN ROYAL SOCIETY. 

The principle laid down by the Committee of The House of Commons has been 
to make the existence of local Contribution the test of the utility of an establish- 
ment like the Dublin Society, and the condition to be uniformly insisted on, in 
order to justify a Grant of Public Money. With this view it was suggested, that 
the attendance on the Lectures of this Society should cease to be gratuitous, and 
that any Lectureship which did not annually produce £.200. at the least should 
be suppressed, and the professorship should be abolished, and the salary struck 
out of the Estimate. In this opinion. My Lords entirely concur, and feel it expe- 
dient that in future the Accounts should be rendered, and the Estimates founded 
upon the principle so laid down. In carrying this principle into effect, My Lords 
are not only desirous of increasing the Funds of the Society, but of ascertaining 
that those who attend those Lectures provided at the Public expense are persons 
who are really desirous to profit by the instruction communicated. The necessity 
of excluding from the Publications purchased out of Parliamentary Funds for the 
use of a Scientific and Literary Society, all newspapers and works of a similar 
description, is most properly insisted on by the Committee, and is fully adopted 
by My Lords. My Lords also consider it worthy of serious consideration whether 
a larger total sum of Private Contributions might not be obtained, if a lesser sum 
than thirty guineas were required as the Fee upon the admission of Members. 
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ROYAL IRISH ACADEMY. 

Although tlic sum voted' annually for the Royal Irish Academy is in its 
amount unimportant, and lias been approved of by the Committee, My Lords being 
still desirous of enforcing, as far as practicable, the principle of Local Contri- 
butions, are not prepared under any circumstances to sanction an Estimate for this 
Institution, unless the Receipts from private Funds in the year preceding have 
amounted to £.200. at the least. 

BOARD OF WORKS. 

My Lords consider that the Expenses carried on under the authority of the 
Board of Works, exceeding, as they have done, the sum of £.600,000 since the 
Union, require much examination and economical revision. The sum of £.3,000 
and upwards for Gardens, Roads and Pleasure Grounds requires reduction, and 
the Salaries and Lodging Allowances should also be reviewed, both with respect 
to their amount and to the principle on which they are supported. 

IRISH OFFICE. 

My Lord.s have read that portion of the Report of the Committee which relates 
to the Irish Office in London, in which it is recommended to the Government to con- 
sider whether the continuance of the Irish Office on its present sy.stem be neces- 
sary, and whether it may not be practicable to adopt measures with regard to it 
which may effect a diminution of the Public Expenditure without detriment to 
the Public Service. My Lords also read the Evidence of Mr. Goulburn and Sir 
Charles Flint on this subject, adverting to the Expenses of the Office, which exceed 
£. 5,000 annually, and to the unimportance of those duties by the discharge of which 
its continuance has been defended. My Lords are pleased to direct that the Chief 
Secretary for Ireland be requested to move the Lord Lieutenant, in order to obtain 
His Excellency’s opinion with respect to the best mode of carrying into effect the 
immediate abolition of the Irish Office in London, without prejudice to the com- 
munications between the Home Department and the local Government of Ireland, 
and to other branches of the Public Service. 

STATIONERY. 

My Lords advert with satisfaction to the arrangements already made or in pro- 
gress for the more economical supply of the Public Departments in Ireland witli 
Stationery, My Lords fully concur in the recommendation of tlie Committee, tliat 
the Allowances or Commutations for Stationery heretofore issued to the Household 
of the Lord Lieutenant should be discontinued. My Lords arc of opinion, that the 
supply of Articles of Stationery, through the Office of King’s Printer in Ireland, 
should cease, and that Binding and similar work, not coming within the term.s of 
the Patent of King's Printer, should be furnished through the branch of the English 
Stationery Office now established in Dublin, in order to ensure the supply on the 
most economical terms. My Lords ai‘e also desirous of being informed, before the 
Estimates for the ensuing Quarter are framed, whether any consideration has been 
given by the Irish Government to the reduction of the expenses of printing 
and publishing the Dublin Gazette, which now yields an annual net profit to the 
Patentee off. 1,680. Under the recommendation of the Select Committee, My 
Lords confidently expect to find a very considerable reduction made in the Esti- 
mate for printing and providing the Statutes. 

CRIMINAL PROSECUTIONS. 

With a view to the importance of the subject, and to the magnitude of the 
Sums annually voted tor the Expenses of Criminal Prosecution.s in Ireland, which, 
since the Union, have amounted to upwards of £.800,000, My Lords, are 
desirous that the recommendations of the Select Committee should be strictly 
adhered to, that the Accounts and Vouchers should be annually submitted to the 
Examination and Audit of the Commissioners of Public Accounts ; that the 
Expenses of Witnesses should, under the provisions of the Act of the 55 Geo. HI. 
c. 91. be paid by Grand Jury Presentments, and not at the Public Charge, both 
when the Crown does, and when it does not pro.secutc ; and that all Charges 
should be excluded from these Accounts which do not fairly come under the 
description of Public Criminal Prosecutions. 

POLICE 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON IRISH MISCELLANEOUS ESTIMATES. 



POLICE OF DUBLIN. 

Mv Lords consider the principle laid down in the Report of the Select 
Committee to be correct, in recommending that the Expenses included under the 
Head of “ Police of Dublin,” should in future be borne in equal parts by the Public 
and by Local Punds. At the present moment all deficiencies of Local Funds are 
supplied by the Public, so as to complete the Estimate, a principle which deprives 
those who are locally concerned in the Establishment of all adequate interest and 
motives for a vigilant Collection of the Revenue, or an economical administration 
of the Funds raised and voted. My Lords also advert to the observations of the 
Committee respecting such Magistrates as may be occupied on official Duties, 
which may be found inconsistent with their duty as Magistrates ; aud in order to 
guard against such inconvenient occurrences, My Lords are desirous that there 
should be submitted, with the Annual Estimate, a Statement of any such Cases, 
whether relating to the Recorder, the Aldermen, Sheriffs Peers, or other Magis- 
trates, in order that the same, if necessary, may be brought under the notice of 
Parliament. 



COMMISSION OF JUDICIAL INQUIRY. 

My Lords advert to the fact, that the Expenses incurred under the head of the 
Commis,sion of .Judicial Inquiry held in Ireland, amount to a Sum double the 
Amount of the Expenditure in England, and four-fold the Expenditure in Scotland ; 
and considering that the Select Committee recommended in 1829, tliat the 
operations of the Commissioners should be brought to a termination with as little 
delay as possible, My Lords are bound to .state that, as at present advised, they 
would recommend the exclusion of this Charge from the Estimates for tlic 
ensuii5g year. 

RECORD COMMISSION, 

My Lords are de.sirous of being informed, whether the recommendation of the 
Select Committee hu.s been carried into effect in the preparation of au exact 
Estimate in detail of the Works in progress, but not completed, under the autho- 
rity of the late Record Commission of Ireland. Whilst it would be at all times 
inexpedient to sanction or to continue Works which were unimportant to the Law, 
the History and Antiquities of the Country ; yet should there be cases where con- 
siderable Expenses have been incurred, and Works are actually in progress, if the 
proposed publications be of admitted public utility, it is worthy of consideration 
whether, under due authority, aud subject to proper economical checks, they 
should not be prosecuted and brought to a close. 

PUBLIC WORKS, AND BOARD OF INLAND NAVIGATION. 

Read Report of the Select Committee on the State of the Irish Poor, Session 
1830. My Lords do not at present feel themselves in a situation in which they 
can expre.s.s an opinion with respect to the Sum which it may be advisable to vote 
for Public Works in Ireland, nor can they do so without being in possession of the 
Amendments to the Laws on this subject which are suggested by the Committee of 
1829, and by the Reports of the last Session. My Lords consider that this im- 
portaut subject is one which cannot fail to occupy the early and anxious attention 
of the Irish Government. When means have been devised to establish a fixed and 
responsible authority, which can report upon the expediency of Works suggested 
by Grand Juries, and other Bodies locally interested, when adequate means are 
provided for framing economical and scientific Estimates and Specifications, when 
the faithful execution of W orks approved of, and a strict audit of Accounts can be 
relied on and enforced, My Lords will resume the consideration of this branch 
of the subject with a view of deciding upon the amount of Estimate which it 
may be expedient to submit to The House of Commons. My Lords include m 
these observations the Estimate for the Board of Inland Navigation, the con- 
tinuance of which Establishment on its present scale, and with its present duties, 
appears to them wholly indefensible. 

ooff B EDUCATION. 
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EDUCATION. 

Read Reports of the Select Committees on Education in Ireland. Without 
adverting to many circumstances which are not strictly of a financial nature, My 
Lords feel it impossible to come to any definite opinion on the subject of the 
Grants for Schools, which it may be expedient to introduce into the Irish Estimates 
for 1831. The consideration which must determine the case is the possibility of 
adopting some system in the disposal of the sums voted for the Encouragement 
of Education, that may be generally acceptable, and can be administered on prin- 
ciples of liberal and impartial justice. If such a plan can be adopted by the Irish 
Government, My Lords will revert to the subject, with every dispo.sition to sanction 
.such an Estimate as may be consistent with the extreme importance of the subject • 
hilt in the absence of such a system, it is worthy of the most serious reflection” 
whether it may not be advisable to withdraw all Grants whatever, except such as 
may be necessary for the printing of School Books, and furnishing School requi- 
sites, and for establishing a Model School or Schools for the Instruction of Masters 
without religious distinctions of any kind whatever. ’ 

Write to the Chief Secretary to the Lord Lieutenant, transmitting a Copy of this 
Minute, for the information of His Excellency, and acquainting liim that this Minute 
was adopted by My Lords, with the intention of placing before His Excellency’s 
attention, the view,s which, as at present advised, they are disposed to entertain 
fully sensible that the result of the inquiries as in the exercise of His Excellency’s 
discretion may be made, are still necessary in order to give My Lords the means of 
making a final decision upon this branch of the Public Service. 



Whiiehall, Treasuty Chambers , 1 
10 September 1831. J 



T. SPRING RICE. 
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